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accountant, appraiser, licensed expert
or any other capacity.

[51 FR 21147, June 11, 1986, as amended at 53
FR 27285, July 19, 1988]

§ 623.3 Who may practice.
(a) By nonattorneys. (1) An individual

may appear on his or her own behalf; a
member of a partnership may represent
the partnership; a bona fide and duly
authorized officer or other designated
representative of a corporation, trust,
association or other entity not specifi-
cally listed herein may represent the
corporation, trust, association or other
entity; and an authorized officer or
other designated representative of any
government unit, agency or authority
may represent that unit, agency or au-
thority.

(2) Any accountant, appraiser or li-
censed expert may practice before the
FCA in a professional capacity.

(b) By attorneys. Any entity noted in
paragraph (a) of this section may be
represented in any proceeding or other
matter before the FCA by an attorney.

(c) Any person transacting business
with the FCA in a representative ca-
pacity may be required to show evi-
dence of his or her authority to act in
such capacity and certification of cre-
dentials.

§ 623.4 Suspension and debarment.
(a) Grounds. The Board may censure

any person practicing before the FCA
or may deny, temporarily or perma-
nently, the privilege of any person to
practice before the FCA if such person
is found by the Board, after notice of
and opportunity for hearing in the
matter:

(1) Not to possess the requisite quali-
fications to represent others;

(2) To be lacking in character or pro-
fessional integrity;

(3) To have engaged in any dilatory,
obstructionist, egregious, contemp-
tuous, contumacious or other unethical
or improper conduct before FCA; or

(4) To have willfully violated, or will-
fully aided and abetted the violation
of, any provision of the laws adminis-
tered by the FCA or the rules and regu-
lations promulgated thereunder.

(b) Automatic suspension. (1) Any per-
son who, after being licensed as a pro-
fessional or expert by any competent

authority, has been convicted by a Fed-
eral or State court of a felony, or of a
misdemeanor involving moral turpi-
tude, personal dishonesty or breach of
trust, shall be suspended automatically
from practicing before the FCA with-
out a hearing.

(2) Any accountant, appraiser or li-
censed expert whose license to practice
has been revoked in any State, posses-
sion, territory, Commonwealth or the
District of Columbia, or who has been
suspended or otherwise barred from
practice before any Federal or State
regulatory authority, shall be sus-
pended automatically from practicing
before the FCA without a hearing.

(3) Any attorney who has been sus-
pended or disbarred by a court of the
United States or in any State, posses-
sion, territory, Commonwealth or the
District of Columbia, shall be sus-
pended automatically from practicing
before the FCA without a hearing.

(4) A conviction (including a judg-
ment or order on a plea of nolo
contendere), revocation, suspension or
disbarment under paragraphs (b)(1), (2)
and (3) of this section shall be deemed
to have occurred when the convicting,
revoking, suspending or disbarring
agency or tribunal enters its judgment
or order, regardless of whether an ap-
peal is pending or could be taken.

(5) For purposes of this section, it
shall be irrelevant that any attorney,
accountant, appraiser or licensed ex-
pert who has been suspended, disbarred
or otherwise disqualified from practice
before a court, regulatory authority, or
in a jurisdiction continues in profes-
sional good standing before other
courts, regulatory authorities, or in
other jurisdictions.

(c) Temporary suspension. (1) The
Board, with due regard to the public in-
terest and without preliminary hear-
ing, by order, may temporarily suspend
any person from appearing or practic-
ing before it who by name, has been:

(i) Permanently enjoined (whether by
consent, default or summary judgment
or after trial) by any court of com-
petent jurisdiction or by the Board in a
final administrative order, by reason of
his or her misconduct in any action
brought by the FCA based upon viola-
tions of, or aiding and abetting the vio-
lation of any provision of any law that
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